Running head: ARTICLE REVIEW ON LEAD EXPOSURE AND ISSUES	2
ARTICLE REVIEW ON LEAD EXPOSURE AND ISSUES	2





Article Review on Lead Exposure and Issues
Student’s name
Institutional Affiliations


Article Review on Lead Exposure and Issues
In the Chicago Tribune news article by Hawthorne (2018) entitled “7 years later, new study shows East Chicago kids exposed to more lead because of flawed government report,” the author begins by highlighting the present social circumstances in East Chicago which follow the debriefing by the federal officials on Lead exposure which is a dangerous element in the environment owing to the to its brain-damaging effects. Focus is then put on children who are more affected by the heavy element (Hawthorne, 2018). Furthermore, the author asserts that human exposure to lead occurs in areas where lead-related occupations are frequent such as industrial areas. Several cases related to lead exposure are still in the limelight despite a ban on its widespread use (Hawthorne, 2018). The author also explains that children living in industrial areas such as the Northwest Indiana city were hitherto exposed to poisoning by the element. The author’s points in this article are a pure reflection of the issues and dangers faced by people in Indiana and East Chicago. Children are the most affected and many people have kids who cannot even move or develop like normal ids because of exposure to lead.
Hawthorne (2018) focuses his argument on the factors that predispose low-income communities to lead. Moreover, the author elaborates that the federal and state governments have always failed the Hispanic communities living in these targeted areas despite previous warnings on lead poisoning following abandoned factories (Hawthorne, 2018). A move on making these zones safe has been made by the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Entry. The goal of the agency is to make the air and water consumed by the inhabitants of East Chicago safe. The author also asserts that some of the inhabitants had not been enlightened about the metal and that they were oblivious of its detrimental effects on health per se. Furthermore, they never understood why they were being moved from their homes (Hawthorne, 2018). Lack of proper enlightenment programs for people in Indiana and Chicago about the dangers of exposure to the heavy metal in question is one of the issues that has been reported for long in the areas and this article reflects the same.
Hawthorne (2018) highlights the importance of public interest lawyers in educating former tenants on the implications of lead exposure. For instance, a tenant was thereafter able to understand the changes in the levels of the element in her son’s blood and could discern his underlying pathology (Hawthorne, 2018). The author explains the dangers of the heavy element and further explains the detrimental effects it has on the nervous system. He asserts that lead could bring about permanent damage to the brains of children. Furthermore, lead could contribute to other organ-related defects in the future such as kidney and heart defects (Hawthorne, 2018). From a study conducted in the area, he approximates the death due to lead exposure to be about four hundred thousand in a year.
Hawthorne (2018) uses scientific evidence to put forward the quantitative effects of the metal, commonly coined an environmental disease. The data presented contained information on blood samples of children who lived in this environment prone to lead exposure from 2005 to 2015. The results revealed that a large percentage of children from East Chicago had lead levels above the CDC thresholds (Hawthorne, 2018). This connected the exposure to the environmental vicinity they resided in. The author also attributed the high levels of contamination of water sources with the element, which was later consumed by a good number of children. Hawthorne (2018) connects the failure of federal officials in combatting the health hazard to the use of a wrongly analyzed approach that focused on the entire city rather than targeted approaches that centered on specific areas that were prone to the hazard. These approaches would then result in wrong data, which would pose a great challenge as far as eradicating the element is concerned (Hawthorne, 2018). As various studies have reported, lead exposure is extremely dangerous to human health and this has been a problem for the inhabitants of East Chicago and Indiana. Some people have been moved without understanding the reasons for being moved, but the baseline is that they faced the danger of exposure, as explicated by the author of this article.
Lastly, the author outlines interventions that would timely help eradicate this hazard and thus reduce its detrimental effects on both children and adults. He asserts that the federal agency that deals with toxic substances should prior assess risks of the health hazard on any public site before any activity is undertaken. As such, the registry removed the contaminated soil from different yards that were next to either human residential areas or children’s playgrounds. Further testing of soil has been encouraged in areas exposed to occupational hazards such as industrial sites (Hawthorne, 2018). Th main problem is that companies continue handling lead without really caring about the exposure of this heavy metal to children and this is becoming a menace in East Chicago and Indiana. There is a need for change in policies about such companies to save innocents kids from such exposure.
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